0anging Liy,

T ViSI0m

Where there is no Vision, the people perish.

-Proverbs 29:18
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The story is found in Acts 23. A group of 40 Jews
have made the decision that they will do everything
in their power to make sure that the preacher of
Christianity, Paul, would die at their hands. They
take a vow that they will not eat or drink until Paul
is dead.

Their plot is discovered, and the Roman authorities
spirit Paul away, under heavy guard in the dead of
night, and his life is saved. But, something about
this story fascinated me when | read it several
days ago.

| was struck by how committed to their cause they
were. It didn’t matter the cost to them personally,
they had a mission to complete, no matter what.

So, a question for you: If some would risk
everything to bring death to a hated enemy, what
would you and | give to bring life to those we love?

The commitment to the cause for those who wanted
to kill Paul reminds me that we are called to be as

committed to the cause of Jesus Christ. Satan
never takes a day off. He is always at work, to
entrap people, to draw them into his web.

The forces of evil never stop. Their goal is to cause
others to experience the same darkness and despair
that they experience. They are committed.

But, what about us? Are those of us who are part
of the Church of Jesus Christ willing to do whatever
it takes to tell others about the Good News of
Jesus?

During the season of Lent, some give up things (like
chocolate or facebook) as a way of drawing closer
to Christ, or showing their devotion to Him. What
if you and | made the decision to live a committed
life, not by giving up something (like the Jews of
Acts 23), but by choosing to grow closer to Jesus?
What if we decided that the most important thing
was to become more like Christ, and worry less
about giving up less-important things like food or
drink?

This Lent, | suggest you concentrate more on
listening to Jesus, choosing the way of love over
the cult of death, and growing in Him.

In these weeks as we talk about DIVE! Deepening
Your Life in Christ, some of the suggestions could

help us all grow to become more like Christ. That
is a cause worth being committed to.

Yours in the Cause of Christ,

Witoe







